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Some observations on flotation

People tend to view flptation simply as a way of recovering
seeds. It is perhaps better fiewed zs the most specific in
our spectrum of genersl recovery procedures ranging from picks
through trowels, screens, fine screens, to flotation. Properly
done, it gets not only cerbonized plant reémazins but smzll retouch
flakes, fish bones, snszil shells, beads, and other vszlu.ble
information. Obviously there sre lots of ways to float, but
the following seems ezsiest to me:

1. 1Isolste a block of earth on all sides and measure
it. ASO x 50 x 8 centimeteré is usually a good size for
a sémple. ~The measurements give your analyst:volume con-
trol ("22 corn kerngls per cubic meter of pit fill?)
which can facilitate between site comparison.

2. Put the earth in & mgrked doubled-up grocery
bag or cloth sack and-ﬁht thi% in a dry shady place for
& veek. For fsster drying: spread it out in a box in the
shady dry place. brying mékes the carbonijzed items float
better and the collidal bondsjﬁetween any clay psrticles
‘oreak dowm, :

3. Vhen dry pour oné third to one half you sample
slowly into clean water. Pour the water through as fine
a screen s you have. A kitchen strsiner will do. Put
more water in the bucket and stir it up. Pour this wster
through the screen. Repezt until the water is clean.

Be gentle throughout the process. Do the rest of»youf

sample in z similar fashion.




i,

i Tap the screen on & piece of newspaper and fold

it up with a lable. This is your "1ight fractien". In

a few days it will be dry. Open it inside (wind can
easily blow away your seeds) and sort out the larzer
roots, bugs, and other recent intrusions. Put the sample
and lable in a marked clean cardboard box to facilitate
further drying. Put in some tissue paper to prevent the
carbonized items from rattling around and breaking.

5. Take the bucket full of mud and work this very
carefully through window screen in & creek or with & hose.
Small flakes, sherds, bones, nut shells, etc. will remain.

This is your "heavy fraction". It is just ss inportant as the

light. It can be wrepped in newspaper with a lable and |
dried and placed in & marked cardboard box as szbove.

® 3

sorted if an accurste laboratory balance is available.

Both light and heavy fraction can be field

The components - flakes of bifscizl retouch,-shell tempered
sherds, charcosl, other carboni;ed items, snail shells
can be sorted counted and weighed. Then each can be
packed separately to be sent to a specialist. This is
. & very tedious process indeed, and will issustrate why

one only floats samples, not whole sites.
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